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First Year of On-Line Renewal

The first year of on-line renewal was successful. You may go directly to our website www.kssbeo.com to access the renewal system. Some things learned from the first year:

1. The renewal process goes much faster if you have been submitting CE documentation that is not in the OETracker system to ARBO throughout the two years between renewals. ARBO staff will enter these hours for you. If you attend an event that uses the OETracker card to record your attendance, hours are automatically in the OETracker system. Hours that are automatically in OETracker include KOA C.E. and Heart of America C.E.

2. You must have 24 hours of C.E. for each year of  renewal. The system is programmed according to Optometry Law and does not accept fewer hours in one year with more hours in the other year. There are exceptions, of course, for unforeseen circumstances such as illness, death in the family, hospitalization, family emergencies. But, it is necessary to disrupt the renewal process to contact the Board office to have these exceptions recognized.

The new system was well received by those who renewed in 2009. We hope it will be as well received in 2010.

Changes to Your Record Made Easier

You are asked to update data contained in your official record each year when you renew your license. In addition, you are required by K.S.A. 65-1509 to contact the Board when you have a change of address, email address, and phone numbers. Instead of contacting the Board, you may now go directly to your record and make changes. Use the same on-line screen that is used for license renewal, but select “Update Your License Information” on the Login screen.

Contact Lens Sales without a Prescription

Numerous investigations of retailers selling contact lenses without a prescription were conducted in the past year. The Board appreciates your reports of these alleged sales. In spite of our efforts, there are still many sales of these contact lenses, so please keep your reports coming until we are confident that the sales have stopped.

 Board Approval of Continuing Education

If you are interested in having C.E. approval from the Board for educational events that you have planned, visit our website at http://www.kssbeo.com/CEcredit.htm. K.S.A.5-5-6 requires “each provider seeking board approval for a continuing education offering shall submit a copy of  the continuing education program, schedule, or outline to the secretary-treasurer oat least 60 days before the date of the program.” A new requirement for approval is submission of the approval notice and a list of attendees to ARBO so that the data can be entered in the OETracker system.

Fee for OETracker

To continue to provide their services, OETracker is assessing a fee of $20 per year. If you chose not to pay the fee you will have limited access to your list of C.E. in OETracker. The fee will allow you complete access to your C.E. record. In the future, the Kansas on-line license renewal system will be modified so that you can access your OETracker record at any time.

OETracker is an excellent place for safe-keeping your C.E. records. They will be accessible to you from your office computer, your home computer and when you are traveling. In addition, when it is time to renew your license the list is automatically a part of your license renewal application. No data entry is required at the time you renew if your C.E. is recorded in OETracker.  

Optometry Board Website

Please take time to surf our website www.kssbeo.com if you haven’t recently. There is a host of information there about license applications, license renewal, continuing education, trade names, and duplicate licenses. A complete copy of Optometry Rules and Regulations is at the site. We also provide links to other sites that may be valuable to you: AOA, KOA, COPE, OETracker, NBEO and more. Remember to refresh your pages from time to time so that you are viewing the most currently published pages.

Glaucoma Licensing

Legislation was passed in the 2005 legislative session requiring all licensees to become glaucoma licensed by May 31, 2010. The April 29, 2010 board meeting will be the last meeting before the deadline to have glaucoma co-management files approved. For those who are still working on their glaucoma licensing, please have your 20 cases and 2 years of annual reports submitted prior to that meeting.

As a reminder, the requirements include co-management of at least 20 patients during a 2-year period. These 20

patients must be a reasonable mix of glaucoma suspects and at least 10 confirmed cases of adult open angle glaucoma. 

In addition, two annual reports on the approved reporting form must be submitted to the Board. The annual reporting form should include all cases that have been co-managed within that calendar year beginning with case number 1. Forms can be requested from the Board office and can be found at the Board website www.kssbeo.com. 

Finally, a 24-hour educational course in the treatment and co-management of adult open-angle glaucoma must be completed. The Kansas Optometric Association (KOA) has taped a 24-hour course and is making it available to those unable to find or attend a training course. For more information, contact Debbie at 785-232-0225.

Prescribing Latisse

It is within the scope of Kansas Optometrists to prescribe the lash enhancement medication, Latisse. However, Latisse cannot be sold by an optometrist.  Please forward any complaints about or reports of the retail sales of Latisse without a prescription immediately to the Board of Pharmacy. 
Registry of Contact Lens Sellers

In the last issue of the Newsletter, we asked for your help identifying contact lens sellers outside of Kansas so that we could determine if they are registered with the Board of Healing Arts. We received a huge list of companies selling contact lenses from you. The list was forwarded to the attorney for the Board of Healing Arts and their staff contacted these retailers. It was interesting to find that many of these retailers had already gone out of business. The current list of registered companies includes:

Arlington Contact Lens Services, Inc. through 10/17/2006
 Cut Price Contact Lenses (subsidiary of Arlington    


Contact Lens)

 Discount Contact Lens (subsidiary of Arlington)

  Walgreens Inc. through 02/28/2007

  Truvision Inc. through 02/07/2007
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