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Registry of Contact Lens Sellers

The list of mail order contact lens sellers is now on the website for the Board of Healing Arts. We have provided a link from the Optometry Board website at KS Optometrists on the home page or you can go directly to https://www.accesskansas.org/ssrv-ksbhada/search.html and select contact lens distribution license for the profession.
Reminder:  Keep your record updated
You are asked to update data contained in your official record each year when you renew your license. In addition, you are required by K.S.A. 65-1509 to contact the Board when you have a change of address, email address, and phone numbers. These changes should be made within 

30 days of the change.  Instead of contacting the Board, you may now go directly to your record and make changes. Use the same on-line screen that is used for license renewal, but select “Update Your License Information” on the Login screen.

It is always a good idea to verify your information at least once a year.  Be sure that the Board has your current email address.  All notifications are now being sent electronically.
Board Approval of Continuing Education

If you are interested in having C.E. approval from the Board for educational events that you have planned, visit our website at http://www.kssbeo.com/CEcredit.htm. K.S.A.5-5-6 requires “each provider seeking board approval for a continuing education offering shall submit a copy of the continuing education program, schedule, or outline to the secretary-treasurer at least 60 days before the date of the program.” A new requirement for approval is submission of the approval notice and a list of attendees and their OETracker number to ARBO so that the data can be entered in the OETracker system.

On-Line License Renewal

Things to remember for successful on-line renewal:
1. The renewal process goes much faster if you have been submitting CE documentation that is not in the OETracker system to ARBO throughout the two years between renewals. If needed, ARBO staff will enter these hours for you. If you attend an event that uses your OETracker number to record your attendance, hours are automatically entered in the OETracker system. Events that use  the tracker to automatically send credit to the OETracker system include KOA spring and fall conferences, and Heart of America. 
2. You must have 24 hours of C.E. for each year of renewal. The system is programmed according to Optometry Law and does not accept fewer hours in one year with more hours in the other year. 

CE Hours Can Now Be Monitored Year Round
To assist you in tracking your yearly CE hours, you can now view your CE hours that have been submitted to ARBO anytime - not just at renewals.  Use the same on-line screen that is used for license renewal but select ‘View CE Data’ on the Login in screen.

Advertising

Per KAR 65-11-19(a) Each licensee shall be responsible for any advertising which is designed to benefit the licensee, directly or indirectly, whether or not the licensee authored it or caused it to be published.
The term Optometric Physician has not been approved for use by the Board.
Advertising Issue : Board Certification

With the advent of ABO Board Certification, the Kansas Board of Examiners in Optometry would like to remind licensees that KAR 65-11-2(i) restricts the use of statements that imply superiority over other licensees.
If you use the ‘board certification’ term, be sure to specify the organization issuing the designation.

Licenses Retired and Expired
Licenses Retired in 2011
Patrica R Cantrell





John S Dienst
Phillip L Ernzen
Paul A Jernigan
Don C Railsback
James A Whittaker
Licenses Expired in 2011
Nicholas B Askren
Lawrence A Aurich
Robert E Blair, Jr
Michelle B Brehm
Nicole E Davis
Ashley E Scantling
Disciplinary Actions in 2011
The license of Greyson Barger OD of Wichita was disciplined by order of the Board for use of an unauthorized trade name.  
Gold ‘Forever’ Renewal Stickers 
There has been some confusion with the ‘Yearly’ renewal sticker:  Is it the year that you renewed or the year you should renew?   Beginning with the 2012 renewals, you will receive a gold sticker embossed with the Kansas Board of Optometry seal for your license.  This ‘Forever’ sticker will never need to be replaced.

Board Office Changes
It is with a heavy heart that the Board says good-bye to longtime Executive Officer Penny Bowie.  Penny retired October 1, 2011.  Penny plans on spending her retirement gardening, spending time with her grandchildren and spoiling her great granddaughter.  The Board wishes her well.
The Board would also like to welcome the new Executive Officer Jan Murray.  Jan most recently worked as an Accountant at the Service Center for the Department of Administration.  It was actually in this position that she began working for the Board – the Board of Optometry was one of the state agencies that she was assigned at the Service Center.  Previous to working with the Department of Administration, she worked as an auditor for eight years for Kansas Racing and Gaming Commission.   
Jan graduated from Pittsburg State University with a degree in Accounting.  She plans on obtaining her Certified Public Managers certification in 2012.   
Jan grew up in Southeast Kansas and still considers Pittsburg her home.   
HIPDB and NPDB

The Healthcare Integrity and Protection Data Bank (HIPDB) and the National Practitioner Data Bank (NPDB) statutes require state licensing authorities to submit, generally within 30 days, adverse licensing and certification actions, as well as negative actions and findings, taken against health care entities, providers, suppliers, and practitioners. These reportable actions or findings include final actions and those actions taken as a result of formal proceedings.
The authority of HIPDB and NPDB was expanded by Section 1921 of the Social Security Act on March 1, 2010, to include chiropractors, podiatrists, pharmacists, physician assistants, optometrists, professional and paraprofessional nurses, physical therapists, respiratory therapists, and social workers. The Kansas Board of Examiners in Optometry is now mandated to report disciplinary actions taken since 1996. 
Talking Books
The State Library has Talking Books available to any Kansas citizen that is certified as print impaired due to a visual or physical condition.  More information is available on their website:  http://www.kslib.info/talking/   
Joining Forces
The Kansas Board of Optometry is pleased to announce we have joined the American Hospital Association and more than a dozen other organizations on a national initiative, known as Joining Forces.  The primary goal of Joining Forces is to help ensure our troops find support and resources when they return home from deployment.  Joining Forces hopes to educate a wide variety of individuals and organizations about the resources available to veterans and their families as they return home to their daily lives.  More information is available at:  www.joiningforcesonline.org
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