Kansas Kansas Board of
Examiners in Optometry

February 2026 Newsletter

Reminder of New CE Requirements:

Effective August 30, 2024, K.A.R. 65-5-6 Continuing Education was amended.
The changes included:

-increasing the maximum allowed number of non-live hours to 12
-decreasing the minimum number of live hours to 12

Additionally, the amendment clarifies that ophthalmic surgery observation is categorized as non-live.

“Live presentation” shall mean a continuing education program offered at a scheduled time during
which the licensed optometrist is physically present in the same room as the moderator or presenter to
comment and ask questions in real time.

Courses including those presented through the internet, by correspondence, in journals or other
publications, and by presentation that is remote or prerecorded, shall be limited to 12 hours per year.

The KanAccess database is updated to reflect the correct number of hours required.

Regulation Update:

K.A.R. 65-8-4 Contents of a Prescription: The Kansas State Board of Examiners in Optometry will conduct
a public hearing on Friday, July 10, 2026, at 8:00 a.m., in the Kansas State Capitol, Committee Room 218-
N, 310 SW 10%" St., Topeka, KS 66612, to consider the adoption of the proposed regulations K.A.R. 65-8-4
of the Kansas State Board of Examiners in Optometry on a permanent basis.

All interested parties may submit written comments prior to the hearing by mailing them to the Kansas
Board of Examiners in Optometry, 209 W Central Ave. Ulysses, KS 67880 or by email to kssbeo@ks.gov.
All interested parties will be given a reasonable opportunity to present their views orally regarding the
adoption of the proposed regulations during the public hearing. To provide all parties an opportunity to
present their views, it may be necessary to ask that each participant limit any oral presentation to an
appropriate time frame.


mailto:kssbeo@ks.gov

Trade Name Survey:

The Board will be conducting a Trade Name survey within the next few weeks. The purpose of this
survey is to ensure the Board has updated information for the new licensing database. This survey will
be sent via email.

A reminder regarding tradenames:

If you are practicing under a name that is different from your own first and last name, you are utilizing a
trade name. Trade names must be approved by the Board prior to any optometrist practicing under that
name, as per K.A.R. 65-9-3. If you have an approved trade name under K.A.R. 65-9-5, you are required to
notify the Board in writing:

1. of all licensees practicing under that name; and
2. within 30 days, if there is a change in the licensees practicing under the name
3. required to notify the board of all locations and/or added locations for trade name

New Licensing Database Update:

The Kansas Board of Optometry will be implementing a new database which will replace the current
KanAccess licensing database. The current launch date is November 2026. The new licensing system will
allow for electronic verification. Once the system is in place, you will no longer need to contact the
Board office when you need a renewal certificate or license verification.

New Executive Officer:

Hello! My name is Callie McAtee, the new executive officer for the Board. As many of you know, Jan
Murray, previous executive officer, has retired. | have very large shoes to fill and have been learning the
ins and outs of my new role. | want to thank everyone for their warm welcome and patience as |
navigate my role as executive officer. | look forward to serving optometry in Kansas.

Callie McAtee, MS
Executive Officer
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