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DEA Training Requirements:

The Board is currently reviewing whether the eight-hour training requirement for DEA registration can
be counted towards the annual CE requirement. Until a decision is made, this training will not be
counted towards your annual CE requirement. We will inform you as soon as a decision has been
reached.

New CE Requirements:

Effective August 30, 2024, K.A.R. 65-5-6 Continuing Education has been updated. The changes include
increasing the number of non-live hours to 12 and decreasing the number of live hours to 12.
Additionally, the amendment clarifies that ophthalmic surgery observation is categorized as non-live.

“Live presentation” shall mean a continuing education program offered at a set time during which the
licensed optometrist is physically present in the same room as the moderator or presenter to comment
and ask questions in real time.

Courses including those presented through the internet, by correspondence, in journals or other
publications, and by presentation that is remote or prerecorded, shall be subject to limited to 12 hours
per year.

Biennial Renewals:

K.A.R. 65-5-14 Biennial Renewals will not go into effect until the 2026 renewal cycle. This regulation
depended on the launch of the new licensing database for the 2025 renewal cycle. Unfortunately, the
new database won't be ready until fall 2025. Beginning with the 2026 renewal cycle, even-numbered
licenses will renew every two years as usual, while odd-numbered licenses will renew for one year. In
2027, odd-numbered licenses will renew for two years, and even-numbered licenses will renew for one
year.

CE Updates to old licensing database:

If you are viewing CE in the Board's database from the OE Tracker, please note that the system has not
been updated to reflect the changes to K.A.R. 65-5-6 Continuing Education. Currently, the system still
requires 16 hours of live and 8 hours of non-live CE. For the CE year from June 1, 2024, to May 31, 2025,
the new requirements are 12 hours of live and 12 hours of non-live CE. If you meet this combination,



you have satisfied the CE requirements for that year. However, for the CE year from June 1, 2023, to
May 31, 2024, the requirement remains 16 hours of live CE.

The old system was scheduled to be retired before the 2025 renewals began, but this has been
postponed.

Regulation Update:

Per K.S.A 77-440, regulations must be reviewed every 5 years. KSSBEQ’s first review is due 07/15/2025.
The Board is currently reviewing all regulations and updating the ones that need to be updated.

K.A.R. 65-8-4 Contents of a Prescription: The Board had initially scheduled a hearing on this regulation
for January 8, 2025. However, the hearing was postponed to address comments made by the Joint
Committee on Administrative Rules and Regulations. You will be notified when the hearing is
rescheduled.

Trade Name Reminder:

If you are practicing under a name that is different from your own first and last name, you are utilizing a
trade name and the trade name must be approved by the Board prior to any optometrist practicing
under that name, as per K.A.R. 65-9-3. If you have an approved trade name under K.A.R. 65-9-5, you are
required to notify the Board in writing:

1. of all licensees who will practice under that name; and
2. within 30 days if there is a change in the licensees practicing under the name.

Retiring Executive Officer:

For those of you who haven't heard, | plan to retire in 2025. I've had the privilege of working with the
Board for the past 14 years. Sometimes it feels like I've been here forever, and other times it seems like |
just started. It's been quite an experience. I've learned a great deal about optometrists and the
incredible work they do. While | may not have mastered all the terminology yet, | do know that
‘tonometry’ has nothing to do with the big toe. Why | ever thought that | still don't know.

Regarding my plans, the first item on the agenda is to move out of Johnson County. We don't know our
destination yet, and we're open to suggestions. We're looking for a small, quiet town with at least a
grocery store and a band-aid station (aka hospital). Wherever we end up, I'm confident we'll find an
excellent optometrist since KSSBEO only licenses the best.

The second item on the agenda is a Hawaiian cruise, which we're planning for October 2025. After that,
we'll spend time with the grandkids and travel around the US. On our bucket list is to visit all the
National Parks.

I'll still be around for renewals this year, but the hope is to have someone hired by April. The plan is to
train them until the middle of September 2025, after which they will take over.



I've enjoyed my time with the Board and working with everyone. As the saying goes, all good things
must come to an end. Or as my husband says, I'm past my expiration date and it’s time to go.

Jan Murray, CPM
Retiring Executive Officer
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